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Detailed Description 



1. 



Claims 1-31 have been presented for examination. 



2. 



Claims 1-31 have been rejected. 



Claim Objections 



3. Claims 9,14,19,23, and 25-26 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claims 9,14,19,23,and 25-26 contains either one of the following acronyms "XSL, or XSLT". 
The following acronyms must be spelled out to indicate what the acronym stands for. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-3, 11, and 15-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1-3, 11,15-16,20, and 26-31, the limitation " to achieve a user 
product properties" renders the claims indefinite because there is insufficient antecedent 
basis in these claims. The recitation of "to achieve a user product properties" in claims 1-3, 
1 1,15,16,20, and 26-31 don't convey the full recitation of "one or more user-desired product 
properties" and its unclear what is meant by the above limitation phrase. Therefore, it is 
difficult for the examiner to interpret the claim without knowing what the term "one or more 
user-desired product properties" constitutes. Thus, all claims 1-3,11,15,16,20, and 26-31 
have been examined with the examiner's broadest reasonable interpretation as herein. 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 112 
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Claims 17-19, and 21-23 are rejected under 112,second paragraph because they 
depend from the rejected independent claim. 

Claim 24 is rejected under 112, second paragraph because it depends from the 
rejected dependent claim 22. 

Claim Rejections -35 U.S.C 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-5,10,12,15,17,20.22-24,and 26-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Volkoff et al (US Publication No. 2002/0184240). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based 
upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a 
showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference 
was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," 
or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 



Claims 15 and 1: 

Regarding claims 15 and 1, Volkoff teaches a workflow management system for 
managing workflow in a printing system (see Figure 1, all features and see page 2, 
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paragraph [0023], wherein a workflow is routing a user request, i.e. a job request, Volkoff), 
comprising: 

one or more devices (see Figure 3, diagram 80, Volkoff) configured to process a 
user request (page 5, paragraph [0051], wherein processor may be configured as it 
responds to a request, Volkoff), the one or more devices communicatively coupled to a 
communications medium (page 1, paragraph [0006], and [0009] Volkoff); and 

a workflow management device (see Figure 4, diagram 70, wherein WFC is a 
workflow controller, Volkoff) comprising: 

a communications interface (see Figure 2, diagram 30 and page 3, paragraph 
[0034], wherein the front end service may be a Internet web browser, Volkoff) configured to 
receive the user request (page 1, paragraph [0006], Volkoff), the interface further configured 
to communicate with the one or more devices located external of the workflow management 
device (page 11, paragraph [0121], wherein the processors known as the devices are 
external of the workflow controller, Volkoff); 

a storage device configured to store rules data for processing the user request (page 
1 , paragraph [009], wherein the database stores data through the job ticket service, 
Volkoff), the user request comprising one or more user desired product properties (see 
Figure 2, all features, wherein each node diagram represents job tickets for other services 
and page 3, paragraph [0030], Volkoff); and 

processing circuitry (page 13, paragraph [0139], wherein an integrated circuit having 
a main or central processor section, Volkoff) configured to process the request using the 
rules data and produce a transformed request (see Figure 9, diagram 135 and page 11, 
paragraph [01 17], wherein the completion of each node in the node tree the processor may 
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provide input to the job ticket service to allow modification of the job ticket, Volkoff), the 
transformed request comprising information for automatically organizing workflow through 
the system to process the one or more user-desired product properties, to produce a user- 
desired product (page 11, paragraph [0119], wherein the request defines a workflow to 
accomplish tasks specified in the job request and page 13, paragraph [0137], wherein a 
desired user file is presented, Volkoff). 

Claim 10: 

Regarding claim 10, Volkoff teaches a workflow processing device (page 2, 
paragraph [0024], Volkoff) comprising: 

a style sheet having defined rules for processing a user request (page 2, paragraph 
[0028], wherein the inside pages are produced in brochure, the brochure may use digital 
content to generate plates for printing the brochure, Volkoff 1 ); and 

processing circuitry configured (page 10, paragraph [0139], wherein integrated 
circuit having a main or central processor section, Volkoff) to receive the user request (page 
3, paragraph [0032], wherein the service center may include components that receive 
information in the form of job request, Volfoff), load the defined rules (page 5, paragraph 
[0050], wherein the workflow controller may use agents to load capabilities of the 
processors, and time constrains in the job request, Volkoff), and execute the defined rules 
(page 6, paragraph [0062], wherein the performance requirements are the executed defined 
rules, Volkoff) to create a transformed request (see Figure 9, diagram 135 and page 11, 
paragraph [01 17], wherein the completion of each node in the node tree the processor may 



1 The Examiner defines the term "style sheet" to be a list of page format specifications, including layout 
specifications, such as desktop publishing, wherein a style sheet can be stored, retrieved, and applied to the 
page displayed on the screen. 
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provide input to the job ticket service to allow modification of the job ticket, Volkoff), and 
wherein the transformed request, comprises instructions to automatically organize workflow 
to efficiently process the user request (page 1 1 , paragraph [01 19], wherein the request 
defines a workflow to accomplish tasks specified in the job request and page 13, paragraph 
[0137], wherein a desired user file is presented, Volkoff). 

Claims 20 and 30: 

Regarding claims 20 and 30, Volkoff teaches a workflow assignment system (page 
3, paragraph [0032], wherein service center may select one or more processors to assign to 
the ob ticket based on the client supplied criteria, Volkoff), comprising: 

means for receiving a user request (page 3, paragraph [0032], wherein a service 
center receive information in the form of job request, Volkoff), the request having one or 
more user-desired product properties (page 3, paragraph [0031], wherein the variety of e 
services such as e-printing, online shopping, and e-commerce are the user desired 
properties, Volkoff); 

means for creating a style sheet having defined rules for processing the user request 
(page 2, paragraph [0028], wherein the inside pages are produced in brochure, the 
brochure may use digital content to generate plates for printing the brochure, Volkoff); 

means for loading the defined rules and the user request into a processing means 
configured to process the user request (page 5, paragraph [0050], wherein the workflow 
controller may use agents to load capabilities of the processors, and time constrains in the 
job request, Volkoff); and 

means for executing the defined rules (page 6, paragraph [0062], wherein the 
performance requirements are the executed defined rules, Volkoff) to create a transformed 
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user request (see Figure 9, diagram 135 and page 11, paragraph [0117], wherein the 
completion of each node in the node tree the processor may provide input to the job ticket 
service to allow modification of the job ticket, Volkoff), the transformed user request, 
comprising additional information to organize workflow to perform the one or more user- 
desired product properties to produce a user-desired product (page 11, paragraph [01 19], 
wherein the request defines a workflow to accomplish tasks specified in the job request and 
page 13, paragraph [0137], wherein a desired user file is presented, Volkoff). 

Claim 27: 

Regarding claim 27, Volkoff teaches a method of managing workflow in a printing 
system (see Figure 1, all features and see page 2, paragraph [0023], wherein a workflow is 
routing a user request, i.e. a job request, Volkoff, comprising: 

receiving a user request (page 3, paragraph [0032], wherein a service center receive 
information in the form of job request, Volkoff), having one or more user-desired product 
properties in a first processor (see Figure 2, all features, wherein each node diagram 
represents job tickets for other services and page 3, paragraph [0030], Volkoff); 

Claim 31: 

Regarding claim 31, Volkoff teaches an article of manufacture (see Figure2, all 
features, Volkoff) comprising: 

processor-usable media embodying programming configured to cause a processing 
circuitry of a workflow management device (page 13, paragraph [0139], Volkoff) to: 
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receive a user request, the request having one or more user-desired product 
properties (see Figure 2, all features, wherein each node diagram represents job tickets for 
other services and page 3, paragraph [0030], Volkoff); 

create a style sheet having defined rules for processing the user request (page 2, 
paragraph [0028], wherein the inside pages are produced in brochure, the brochure may 
use digital content to generate plates for printing the brochure, Volkoff); 

load the defined rules and the user request into a processing circuitry configured to 
process the user request (page 5, paragraph [0050], wherein the workflow controller may 
use agents to load capabilities of the processors, and time constrains in the job request, 
Volkoff); and 

execute the defined rules to create a transformed user request (page 6, paragraph 
[0062], wherein the performance requirements are the executed defined rules, Volkoff), the 
transformed user request, comprising additional information to organize workflow to perform 
the one or more user-desired product properties to produce a user-desired product (page 
1 1 , paragraph [01 19], wherein the request defines a workflow to accomplish tasks specified 
in the job request and page 13, paragraph [0137], wherein a desired user file is presented, 
Volkoff). 

Claims 2 and 11: 

Regarding claims 2 and 11, Volkoff teaches wherein the transformed user request 
(page 2, paragraph [0027], wherein a transformed user request is done by a user modifying 
a job ticket, Volkoff) is received by a controller configured to control the workflow to perform 
the one or more user-desired product properties (page 6, paragraph [0059], wherein the 
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workflow controller, other components in the network may be used to develop and overall 
workflow to completer the job request, Volkoff). 

Claim 3: 

Regarding claim 3, Volkoff teaches wherein the transformed request comprises 
additional information to process the user request (pages 7- 8, paragraph [00080], wherein 
additional information to process a user request land line phones, facsimile machines, 
contacts in the contact database use mobile phones, and email addresses, Volkoff) 
accordance with specifications of the user (page 8, paragraph [0081], wherein the 
specification are made by a user such as searching the database for phone, Volkoff), and 
the additional information comprises information to route and process the one or more user- 
desired product properties (page 8, paragraph [0083], wherein delivery options are specified 
by a user to a destination address and process the desired delivery options, Volkoff), and 
information to prioritize processing of the one or more user-desired product properties (page 
10, paragraph [01 10], wherein the workflow controller can determine which of the 
processors should complete a specific process, and if necessary, the order in which such 
processes should be completed, Volkoff). 

Claims 4.12.17, and 22 

Regarding claims 4, 12, 17, and 22, wherein the user request is received in a job 
definition format (page 3, paragraph [0034], wherein a user request is described in a job 
request wherein the format is a job definition format, Volkoff). 



Application/Control Number: 10/613,059 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2163 

Claims 5 and 24: 

Regarding claims 5 and 24, Volkoff teaches wherein the interface is configured to 
receive the user request via the Internet (page 3, paragraph [0034], wherein the digital 
imaging work (DIW), includes a front end service that allows a client to generate and submit 
a service or job request and the embodiment of the front end service may be an Internet 
web browser, Volkoff). 
Claim 28: 

Regarding claim 28, Volkoff teaches a method further comprising: 
transmitting the modified document to a second processor configured to route the 
workflow to process the user request having the one or more user-desired product 
properties using instructions from the modified document (page 4, paragraph [0040] and 
[0042], wherein modification may be to indicate a branch as complete, use up input 
resources, or create new output resources such as second processor could attempt to 
acquire branches, but not know that the first processor had modified the branch, Volkoff ). 

Claim 29: 

Regarding claim 29, Volkoff teaches wherein the instructions comprise instructions 
to assemble the workflow (page 5, paragraph [0049], wherein the lower level nodes 
provided detailed instructions to a processor to perform a specific process, Volkoff), and 
instructions to decide how the one or more user-desired product properties should be 
processed through the printing system (page 4, paragraph [0046], wherein if a job ticket 
requires color printing, the work flow controller may determine that only processor 80 3 is a 
color printer with the capacity to begin the job specified in the job ticket, Volkoff). 
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Claim Rejections - U.S.C 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 6-9,1 1,1 3-14, 16, 18-1 9,21, 23,and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being obvious over Volkoff et al (US Publication No. 2002/0184240) in view of Yalcinalp (US 
Patent No. 6,507,857). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based 
upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art only under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) might be overcome by: (1) a 
showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference 
was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not an invention "by another"; 
(2) a showing of a date of invention for the claimed subject matter of the application which 
corresponds to subject matter disclosed but not claimed in the reference, prior to the 
effective U.S. filing date of the reference under 37 CFR 1.131; or (3) an oath or declaration 
under 37 CFR 1.130 stating that the application and reference are currently owned by the 
same party and that the inventor named in the application is the prior inventor under 35 
U.S.C. 104, together with a terminal disclaimer in accordance with 37 CFR 1.321(c). This 
rejection might also be overcome by showing that the reference is disqualified under 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) as prior art in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). See MPEP § 706.02(l)(1) 
and § 706.02(l)(2). 
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Claims 6,13. and 18: 

Regarding claims 6, 13, and 18, Volkoff discloses all the limitations above, However, 
Volkoff is silent to wherein the data comprises instructions written in Extensible Style sheet 
Language. On the other hand Yalcinalp discloses wherein the data comprises instructions 
written in Extensible Style sheet Language (column 6, lines 55-57, Yalcinalp). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
modify Volkoff with Yalcinalp teaching wherein the data comprises instructions written in 
Extensible Style sheet Language. A skilled artisan would have been motivated to do so by 
incorporating Extensible Stylesheet Language (XSL hereinafter) for the reason that provides 
formatting of source elements based on uniqueness; the creation of formatting constructs 
including generated text and graphics; and it utilizes two key extensions which are 
Extensible Stylesheet Language Transformation (XSLT), which automatically converts the 
Extensible Markup Language (XML) documents to another specified language such as 
Hypertext Markup Language (HTML), and XSL Formatting Objects, wherein it allows you to 
locate, share, and combine information more easily (i.e. semantic web). 

Claims 7 and 25: 

Regarding claims 7 and 25, Volkoff in combination of Yalcinalp teaches wherein the 
processing circuitry is an XSLT processor (see Figure 1, diagram 110, Yalcinalp). 

Claims 8,14. and 19: 

Regarding claims 8,14, and 19, Volkoff in combination of Yalcinalp teaches wherein 
the processing circuitry applies XSL transformation to the user request to produce the 
transformed user request (column 5, lines 61-64, Yalcinalp) 
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Claim 9: 

Regarding claim 9, Volkoff in combination of Yalcinalp teaches, wherein the data is 
stored in a style sheet within the storage device (see Figure 2, diagram 215, wherein Style 
sheet and external component processing is implemented into the XSLT Processor and see 
Figure 1, diagram 110, wherein the XSLT Processor is stored within the memory and 
wherein memory, diagram 102 is also stored within the secondary storage device, diagram 
112, Yalcinalp), and the style sheet comprises instructions written in an XSL format (column 
6, lines 55-57, Yalcinalp). 

Claim 11: 

Regarding claim 11, Volkoff in combination of Yalcinalp teaches wherein the user 
request comprises one or more user-desired product properties (column 2, lines 27-28, 
wherein tags are associated with user input document, Yalcinap), and wherein the 
transformed request comprises information to process the user request (column 2, lines 32- 
35, wherein results are associated with the external component, Yalcinalp). 

Claim 16: 

Regarding claim 16, Volkoff in combination of Yalcinalp teaches a system further 
comprising: 

a controller configured (see Figure 2, diagram 205, wherein its configured to handled 
the all features within the diagram, Yalcinalp) to receive the transformed request (column 6, 
lines 43-46, Yalcinalp) and assign the one or more user-desired product properties to the 
one or more devices for processing using information from the transformed request (see 
figure 2, all features, wherein a user request is being processed, Yalcinalp). 
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Claim 21: 

Regarding claim 21, Volkoff in combination of Yalcinalp teaches a method further 
comprising: 

receiving the transformed user request in a controller (see Figure 2, diagrams 200 
and 205, wherein the controller is the XSLT processor, Yalcinalp); and 

controlling the workflow to process the one or more user-desired product properties 
using information from the transformed user request (column 2, lines 38-42, wherein the 
external component may include loading the external component into the XSTL processor 
and initiating the execution method, Yalcinalp). 

Claim 23: 

Regarding claim 23, Volkoff in combination of Yalcinalp teaches wherein the creating 
comprises creating the style sheet in XSL format having instructions written in Extensible 
Style sheet Language (column 6, lines 55-57, Yalcinalp). 

Claim 25: 

Regarding claim 25, Volkoff in combination of Yalcinalp teaches wherein the loading 
and the executing are performed by an XSLT processor (columns 2-3, lines 55-67, and lines 
1-2, respectively, Yalcinalp). 

Claim 26: 

Regarding claim 26, Volkoff in combination of Yalcinalp teaches wherein the creating 
the transformed user request comprises applying the defined rules (see Figure 2, diagram 
205, all features, Yalcinalp) and using XSL transformation to the user request (see figure 2, 
diagram 205, wherein the XSLT is the XSL transformation which is the acronym for 
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extensible Style Language Transformation, Yalcinlap), and the transformed user request 
comprise definition of workflow tasks to be performed (column 2, lines 50-55, Yalcinalp), 
settings and properties for the workflow tasks (column 4, lines 63-65, wherein the 
transformation engine consist of an Application Program Interface wherein its sets routines 
and tools for communicating with software applications, Yalcinalp), and one or more user- 
desired product properties to produce a user-desired product (column 2, line 27, wherein 
tags are associated with the input document and column 2, lines 45-46, wherein the one tag 
represents and external component, Yalcinalp) 

generating a document with the one or more user-desired product properties; 
defining a set of rules (column 7, line 35, wherein parameters is equivalent to rules, 
Yalcinalp) using which the document is processed (column 7, lines 27-35m wherein the 
processing the tags contained within the style sheet to generate the transformed document, 
Yalcinalp; and 

processing the document using the defined set of rules to create a modified 
document (column 7, lines 37-42, Yalcinalp), the modified document having instructions to 
organize workflow (column 7, lines 46-56, Yalcinalp) to perform the one or more user- 
desired product properties to produce a user-desired product (column 7, lines 55-58, 
wherein the results of tag processing includes external components and the new document 
is transmitted to the user, Yalcinalp). 

Prior Art of Record 

1 . Volkoff et al (US Publication No. 2202/01 84240) discloses a job ticket service allows 
clients to define databases, and to store data though the job ticket service. 
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2. Yalcinalp (US Patent No. 6,507,857) discloses systems and methods using a 
Namespace paradigm to define an external component reference to a style sheet, wherein 
the style sheet processor processes the tags in a style sheet, it recognizes the external 
component declaration. The style sheet will contain a name of the external component 
instance and a definition of the method to execute associated with the external component 
instance. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Helene R. Rose whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0749. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am - 4:30pm Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on (571) 272-4023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
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